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Welcome
What is Compost?
Compost is a suite of automatic trash management tools for 
Mac OS X. The trash can is a great idea that has  withstood the 
tests of time,  yet it could be even more useful.  Users new to the 
Mac may Þnd themselves forgetting that moving an item to the 
trash doesnÕt delete it, and winding up with gigabytes  of space 
on their machine dedicated to Þles they thought they had 
gotten rid of. 

Experienced users may be frustrated with the all-or-nothing 
behavior of the trash that forces them to commit to losing 
everything in the trash on all drives  just because they needed to 
free up the space that one outdated 200 MB Þle on a ßash drive 
was taking up. Compost is intended to meet those needs and 
more, giving you more ßexibility,  control of,  and freedom from 
your trash. 

How Can I Use Compost? 
For most users, Compost is a set-and-forget utility. ConÞgured 
via the System Preferences, you can tell  it how you want your 
trash to be handled. Compost includes a useful alternative to 
the Finder's default Get Info window for the trash and a context 
menu that lets  you deal with individual objects immediately for 
those who want more information about their trash.
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Installation
Basic Installation
Double-click  the Compost.mpkg  Þle on the 
Compost disk image to launch the Mac OS X 
installer and begin the process of installing 
Compost. Once you see the Welcome window, 
follow the prompts to select the destination disk 
and install Compost for all users on the system. 

Optional Components 
Two additional components can be optionally installed: the 
"context menu plugin" and "DeskTrash".  To omit these, click the 
'Customize' button at the 'Installation Type' stage of the 
installer. 

Uninstalling Compost 
The best way to remove Compost from your system is to run 
the uninstaller application thatÕs included on the disk image. 
This  will ensure that the background processes are stopped 
and delete all ancillary Þles. To be safe, this should be run with 
only one user logged in, and then that user should log out or 
restart Finder after running the uninstaller to make sure that 
Finder knows the context menu plugin has been removed. 
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Features
Age-Based Deletion
You can have Compost delete Þles after theyÕve been in the 
trash for a certain period of time with the Þrst set of controls. 
Just check the check box and specify the age limit and away 
you go. 

Size-Based Deletion
In addition to specifying how long Þles are allowed to remain in 
the trash, you can impose a maximum size for the trash. Size 
can be speciÞed as a raw amount or as a percentage of disk 
space.
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Free Space Maintenance 
Compost can attempt to ensure a speciÞc amount of a drive 
remains unused by deleting trashed items any time the free 
space on that drive falls below the limit you specify. This can 
only truly achieve its goal if thereÕs actually enough in the trash 
to make up the difference between the free space you have. 

Per-Volume Settings 
Any of the limits controlling the automatic deletion of trash can 
be overridden for speciÞc volumes. Select the volume for which 
you want to change CompostÕs limits from the ÔVolumesÕ popup 
menu, and then use the remaining controls in the same way as 
the ones on the defaults page to select which limits  to override 
and what their new values should be. 
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Deletion Options 
Aside from the automatic deletion limits,  Compost offers  some 
additional conÞguration of the way it handles Þles in the trash. 

Locked Items  
ItÕs rare for locked objects to end up in the trash, but 
sometimes it happens  if such a Þle ends up inside an 
application package, for example. Checking the ÔDelete Locked 
ItemsÕ check box will ensure that these Þles are deleted. You 
may want to leave it unchecked if you consider the existence of 
such Þles interesting enough to warrant your attention. 

Secure Deletion 
If youÕre concerned about the security of your data, you can tell 
Compost to try to obscure the information itÕs deleting by 
checking the ÔEmpty Trash SecurelyÕ check box. YouÕll be able 
to control how many times the data is overwritten; higher 
numbers imply more security, but also take longer and impose 
more of a burden on your drives. This  function relies on the 
ÔscmÕ command-line utility that is included with Mac OS X 10.3 
and later. It will also be available for 10.2 users who have 
installed this  tool themselves as long as itÕs somewhere among 
the directories that comprise the current search path. 
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Empty Folders 
By checking the ÔDelete empty folders  immediatelyÕ check box, 
you can tell Compost to get rid of empty directories as  soon as 
it Þnds them rather than letting them hang around until they run 
afoul of the standard limits. 
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Activity Throttle  
Depending on how many Þles end up in your trash and your 
use of secure deletion,  emptying the trash can result in a lot of 
disk activity - enough to impact the responsiveness of other 
applications on your system. By adjusting the number of Þles to 
delete at a time, you can make sure your machine gets  a 
chance to breath during any particularly active deletion cycles. 
Setting this value to zero means no limit. 
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Update Checking 
You can tell Compost to check for a new version of itself by 
clicking the ÔCheck NowÕ button. Alternatively, you can check 
the ÔCheck PeriodicallyÕ check box to have Compost check on 
its own approximately every day. These functions will make a 
network connection back to the site of CompostÕs developer.
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Enhanced Trash Info 
Compost includes a replacement for the stock Get Info window 
to provide better information about, and control over, the 
contents of your trash can. This feature is enabled on the 
Utilities page of the Compost preference pane. 

Trash Info Window  
Selecting ÔShow Enhanced Trash InfoÕ from CompostÕs icon 
menu or pressing the key combination youÕve conÞgured for 
this command activates the centerpiece of this component of 
the suite. A window similar to the standard Get Info window will 
appear, showing collapsible sections for all mounted volumes. 
The size of the trash and number of Þles are presented as a 
summary as well as  for each volume. Clicking the button with a 
recycling logo on it in each segment of the window will empty 
the trash on that speciÞc volume without affecting any other 
items in the trash. 
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Empty Trash On SpeciÞc Volumes 
Selecting an item from the ÔEmpty Trash On VolumeÕ submenu 
will immediately delete all trashed items on a single volume 
without affecting the rest of the trash. A second submenu - 
ÔEmpty Trash And EjectÕ - will do the same thing but also 
unmount the selected volume when itÕs done. This submenu will 
not include entries for the volumes containing the running copy 
of Mac OS X or the current userÕs home directory. 

Opening the Trash 
Selecting the ÔOpen TrashÕ command from CompostÕs icon 
menu will show the same trash window that youÕd get from 
clicking the DockÕs trash can icon. Alternatively, Compost offers 
the ÔOpen Trash On VolumeÕ submenu to show you the 
contents on the trash on a speciÞc volume. 

Setting a Shortcut
Check the ÔDisplay on keystrokeÕ check box to enable the 
display of a more useful alternative to the standard Mac OS X 
ÔGet InfoÕ window for your trash. Once that box is checked you 
can check a second box to show an icon menu for Compost at 
the right end of your menu bar, and click the ÔChange...Õ button 
to conÞgure a keystroke, if you want one,  that will show the info 
window. 
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Compost Heap 
The Compost Heap window - which can be shown via 
commands in the preference pane, CompostÕs icon menu, or 
the context menu - shows a hierarchical list of all the Þles 
Compost is currently tracking in all mounted volumes along 
with the date and time at which Compost began tracking the 
Þle. You can sort the list by clicking in the Name and Date 
column headers. 
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Rules
Compost allows you to set rules for Þle deletion from the 'Files' 
tab of the preference pane. Several criteria can be modiÞed 
including File Name, Size, Type, Creator and UTI (Uniform Type 
IdentiÞer). Multiple conditions  can be applied to inform 
Compost of which Þles to immediately delete. 

The UTI criterion may be used to identify a uniform type 
identiÞer string, such as public.jpeg.  UTIs are used to combine 
the various methods used to identify a Þle type, such as a four-
character Þle type code ('JPEG'), a Þlename extension (.jpg 
or .jpeg) and a MIME type (image/jpeg). A UTI replaces all these 
incompatible tagging methods with the string public.jpeg. 

More details about UTIs can be found at:
h t tp : / /developer.apple.com/documentat ion/Carbon/
Conceptual/understanding_utis/understand_utis_conc/
chapter_2_section_2.html#//apple_ref/doc/uid/TP40001319-
CH202-SW1
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Contextual Menu
Compost includes a context menu plugin for use with most 
Þles, folders and volumes. Right-click or control-click on an item 
to show the menu. Certain folders, such as the current userÕs 
home directory, are not valid for the context menu to avoid 
accidental, immediate deletion. 

Deleting Files Immediately and Securely
Choose ÔDelete <the context> ImmediatelyÕ to immediately 
delete all selected Þles and folders, rather than moving them to 
the trash. If Compost is set to delete Þles securely, this item will 
be available in the context menu by pressing the option key 
while the context menu is displayed.

Likewise, the ÔDelete <the context> SecurelyÕ command will 
immediately delete all  selected Þles and folders using secure 
deletion, rather than moving them to the trash.
 
Emptying the Trash On A Single Volume  
You can delete the contents of the trash for a speciÞc volume 
using the context menu. Hold down option while the menu is 
displayed to tell the volume to unmount after the Þles  have been 
deleted.

Compost Heap 
Selecting the ÔCompost HeapÕ command will display a window 
that shows you the list of trashed items Compost is currently 
tracking. 
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DeskTrash
DeskTrash is installed in your Applications folder by default. You 
can launch DeskTrash by double-clicking the icon. 

Items can be moved to the trash by dragging and dropping 
them on the DeskTrash trash can or onto the DeskTrash icon. 

To empty the trash on all drives, right-click or ctrl-click on the 
trash can and select 'Empty Trash' from the context menu.

Showing Trash Info 
Right-click or ctrl-click on the trash can and select ÔGet InfoÕ 
from the context menu. If you are using CompostÕs Enhanced 
Trash Info module, that window will  appear. Otherwise, you will 
see the default Finder trash info.

Changing DeskTrash Behavior 
You can adjust the behavior and appearance of DeskTrash by 
right-clicking or control-clicking on the trash can window and 
selecting ÔSettings...Õ from the context menu. 

Settings  
The settings window allows you to control the behavior and 
appearance of DeskTrash. You can set the size of the trash can 
anywhere between 16 and 128  pixels with the ÔSizeÕ slider.  
Choose whether the trash can sits on the desktop, intermingles 
with other application windows or always ßoats on top with the 
ÔLevelÕ popup menu. Check the ÔLaunch automatically at loginÕ 
check box to have DeskTrash automatically start when you log 
in to your account. 
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